Declaration of Support w7

for Planet Youth Thunder Bay

Building a Healthier Future Together

We, the undersigned, express our early support for the
exploration of the Planet Youth Thunder Bay initiative
and its commitment to fostering positive youth

development and preventing youth substance use. This

initiative seeks to learn from the Icelandic Prevention
Model (IPM) while ensuring that its principles are
adapted thoughtfully and collaboratively to reflect

the unique cultural, social, and environmental realities of

Thunder Bay.

Our Commitment

As individuals and organizations, we acknowledge
the importance of youth well-being as a collective
responsibility. We are committed to:

1. Exploration & Collaboration — Engaging in open
discussions and working together across sectors to
identify evidence-informed prevention strategies
that are relevant and effective for Thunder Bay.

Our Shared Goals

e Strengthen connections among families, schools,
and communities to foster a sense of belonging
and support.

* Foster environments that empower youth and
reduce risk factors for substance use.

e Support data-informed approaches that
help align community efforts with meaningful,
measurable outcomes.

A Call to Action

This declaration serves as an opportunity to signal early

interest and alignment with the goals of Planet Youth
Thunder Bay and a willingness to be part of ongoing
discussions about how we, as a community, can work
together to create meaningful and lasting change.

Signatories

We recognize that successful community-wide
prevention efforts require trust, transparency, and a
strong commitment to inclusive dialogue. Signing this
declaration signifies our willingness to be part of a shared
learning process, to engage in open conversations, and
to contribute to shaping how prevention strategies can
be most effectively applied in our community.

2. Awareness & Education — Sharing knowledge and
resources to help promote an understanding of
prevention approaches, including those of the Planet
Youth model, within our networks.

3. Cultural & Community Responsiveness — Ensuring
that diverse perspectives, especially Indigenous
voices, are at the center of discussions about how
prevention strategies are shaped and implemented in
our community.

* Encourage inclusive, community-wide collaboration
that reflects the diverse needs of youth, parents,
educators, and service providers.

*  Build a sustainable foundation for prevention
efforts that prioritize the long-term well-being
of youth.

*  Strive to make Thunder Bay the best place for a
child to grow up.

We invite all organizations, individuals, and community
leaders to join us in this journey by signing below.
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