
Special Event &
Engagement Ideas
A guide to special event fundraising



Workplace Event Ideas

Have the head of your company host a breakfast 
or BBQ for your workplace and ask employees to
make a donation to attend. Recruit other leaders 
to volunteer and cook for the office making it a fun
networking opportunity for all those attending.

With a keynote speaker or entertainment, add food, 
a fun theme and maybe a team-building activity to 
engage participants. Tickets to participate can be 
sold as well as tickets for food and activities.

Get ready for some sweet smells with this fundraising 
event idea. Participants compete to bake the most 
delectable treat out there, and guests can donate for the 
chance to taste test and vote for their favorites.

A charity pub or food crawl can make a fun night out 
equally as meaningful. Plan your route with local 
breweries, pubs and restaurants, charge for entry, 
and invite registrants to secure donations for each
stop they make. Put a fun twist on the event by 
adding a strict dress code or ask people to dress in 
costume. Consider inviting a United Way speaker to 
speak at the different locations sharing information 
about the charity and how the donations will be 
invested.

Popularly known as “Spinning,” this indoor activity asks
riders to sweat for a cause. Partner with a 
local gym and ask your contacts to participate for a
suggested donation. You could even ask a local
instructor to donate their time and lead the class
through a workout. To jazz up the event, throw in mood
lighting, a killer playlist, and excessive fist-pumping for
an awesome ride.

Breakfast or BBQ 

Spin Off 

Presentation Assembly

Pub Crawl or Food Crawl

The Great United Way Bake Off 

Emil United Way’s team at
info@unitedwayoxford.ca

Decide on what type of event you want to host or participate in. Fundraising events can be done in the 
workplace, in your community or in the comfort of your own home. This section will provide you with a 
variety of event ideas depending on the type of event you’d like to put on. Whether it’s virtual or in person, 
we will help you have some fun, get connected, and do a whole lot of good for our community!

HOW to Get Started

An introduction  from United Way
Set up a meet and greet with your United Way 
representative. It can be in person or pre-recorded 
depending on your needs. This is a great way to 
answer any questions that the team has and share 
the work of United Way in our community.

There is no better way to understand the United Way 
programs at work than through a Seeing is Believing 
Tour, or by having an Impact Speaker share their story 
at your location. Your team will be immersed in the 
work that United Way’s partner agencies do to create 
long lasting social change.  Learning how we 
collaborate with volunteers, donors, organizations and 
others to make a difference for thousands of people in 
our community. Donors will hear the pers onal stories of 
agency staff, volunteers, and program participants to 
truly understand the impact of their investment. 

 Seeing is Believing Tours

mailto:unitedwayevents%40uwgt.org?subject=
mailto:unitedwayevents%40uwgt.org?subject=


Charitable Registration Number: 119278216RR0001

Virtual Event Ideas

Need Moe Ideas? 

Recipe Potluck
As a tribute to the days before recipe phone 
apps, you can crowdsource recipes from different 
supporters, and even across your organization, 
to compile a charity cookbook. Ask supporters to 
include a dedication, doodle, or note with each recipe 
submission so that the book feels unique and personal 
to your organization. 

Trivia Night 
Miss going to trivia night at your favourite local 
establishment? Create your own virtual trivia night for 
your colleagues and raise funds for United Way!Play 
against your colleagues in real time by inviting them to 
join you virtually via a preferred platform 
to tackle questions across a range of topics and themes
—competing for the ultimate Trivia Master bragging 
rights.
Holiday Party
Is your office hosting a Holiday Party? Consider making 
UW your charitable partner and asking employees to 
make a donation in lieu of a Secret Santa gift, or 
consider making one larger donation on behalf of your 
organization instead of individual gifts this year. 
Consider including a corporate match and have 
employees make a gift that can 
be multiplied by the matching gift. Announce your 
collective success at your annual Holiday Party! 

• Google Hangout
• Microsoft Teams
• Webex
• Zoom
• GoToWebinar

Virtual Event Platforms

• Quiz—Kahoot.com
• Bingo—Bingobaker or Myfreebingocards
• WordCloud—WordCloudsrdclouds.com
• PowerPoint Game—Rusnakcreative.com
• Live stream—Streamyard, Facebook Live,

 Instagram Live, YouTube Live
• Scavenger Hunts—Quickhunts.com
• Online Games—Jackboxgames.com
• Social Fundraising—Facebook.com
• Raffle—requires AGCO licenses

Interactive Online Tools

Online Platforms &
Interactive Tools

https://kahoot.com/
https://bingobaker.com/
https://myfreebingocards.com/
http://wordclouds.com/
https://www.rusnakcreative.com/
https://streamyard.com/
https://www.facebook.com/formedia/solutions/facebook-live
https://help.instagram.com/126662934757177
https://www.youtube.com/intl/ALL_ca/howyoutubeworks/product-features/live/
https://www.quickhunts.com/free-scavenger-hunt-list.html
https://www.jackboxgames.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/unitedwaygt


Need More Ideas? 

 

Virtual Event Ideas

Community or @Home Event Ideas

A good old-fashioned car wash is a classic summer 
fundraising idea. Advertise your event ahead of time on 
social media to let the local community know what hours 
your volunteers will be accepting customers. Request a 
suggested donation and offer different levels of service, 
such as wax or a towel dry.

Ditch the keyboards and controllers and kick it old school 
to raise money for United Way. Put together a board game 
fundraising event that’s friendly for 
all ages, complete with an assortment of game options. 
Charge for entry and host mini virtual or in- person 
tournaments among different sets of players and 
advertise prizes for the winners.

Board Game Night 

Community Car Wash 

Need More Ideas? 
Email United Way’s team 
at info@uwaytbay.ca

Have ideas of other fun events? 
Send them to info@uwaytbay.ca

Everybody LOVES Bingo! Create admission packages 
that include entry to your fundraising event, a book of 
bingo game sheets and an added bonus, like a 
dauber or a ticket for a complimentary refreshment. 
Packages can be pre- sold at the door or via a 
mobile-friendly donation form. Selling individual 
bingo game cards gives serious players additional 
chances to win and can be a great 
source for additional donation revenue. Need a bingo 
caller or ticket seller? Ask volunteers to sign up. 
Remember to apply for a bingo license before you 
begin.

Bingo! 

For much of the country, spring is the season of cleaning. 
Stray sticks and stones have wandered into yards, and 
the grass—having finally escaped the snow—looks unruly 
as ever. Take the burden off of your community and 
advertise a lawn maintenance and cleanup service in 
exchange for donations. Recruit landscapers to volunteer 
their services.

This fundraising event idea is perfect for families and 
children. Ask your community and local businesses 
to donate supplies, get the word out, and charge per 
scoop or per frozen treat. Consider adding an ice 
cream eating contest into the mix. This type of event 
would be ideal on a weekend or in the summer when 
families have more free time on their hands.

Are you handy around the house or yard? Offer 
your talents to friends, family and neighbhours for a
donation to United Way.

Ice Cream Social

Mowing for a Cause

Handy Around the Home 

Collect gently worn clothes, home goods, or collectibles 
and host a yard sale. If you have valuable items like first- 
edition books or signed collector’s items, you can hold an 
auction for the top-tier items at the end of the day. In 
addition to opening up donations to your community to 
local celebrities or philanthropists for those high-ticket 
items. To generate buzz around the event,take pictures of 
the items and post them on social media.

Yard Sale Fundraiser

Ask each team to fundraise a minimum amount to 
participate and to come geared up for some serious 
sports! Teams can come up with fun names and recruit 
their family and friends to be a part of their fundraising 
and cheering squad. Pick the sport of your choosing. 
Hockey, dodgeball and curling are some favourites!

Sporting Tournament
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